Desert Survival
It is approximately 10am in mid-July and you have just crash landed in the Sonora Desert, near the Mexico-USA border. The plane has completely burnt out, only the frame remains. Miraculously, the 10 passengers are uninjured but the pilot has been killed. 

The pilot was unable to tell anyone of your position before the crash. However, ground sightings taken shortly before the crash suggest that you are about 65 miles off the course filed in your flight plan.  A few moments before the crash, the pilot indicated you were about 70 miles south east of a mining camp. The camp is the nearest known settlement.

The immediate area is quite flat and, except for the occasional thorn bush and cacti, is rather barren. 

Before the plane caught fire, your group was able to save the 10 items on the desk.

Your task is to rank them according to their importance to your survival in the desert. In pairs, rank the items starting with 1 for the most important, down to 10 for the least important. Be prepared to justify your decisions!
	ITEM
	RANKING OF IMPORTANCE

	Torch
	 

	Pen Knife
	 

	Plastic Raincoat (large size)
	 

	Bandage Kit with Gauze
	 

	.45 Calibre Pistol (loaded)
	 

	Parachute (white and red)
	 

	1 litre of water per person
	 

	1 Pair of Sunglasses per Person
	 

	1 Coat per Person
	 

	Cosmetic Mirror
	 


 
 



THE EXPERT RANKING AND RATIONALE 

NUMBER 1: The Cosmetic Mirror
Reflects sunlight and is the most effective way of drawing attention to the group. Speedy recovery and staying put in the hot sun are crucial to the group’s survival. 

NUMBER 2: One Top Coat per Person
To keep you warm during the cold night.
NUMBER 3: 1 litre of Water per Person
Dehydration is more of a problem than lack of food. 
NUMBER 4: Torch
This can be used to draw attention to the group during night. 
NUMBER 5: Parachute (red & white)
Survivors can shelter under it during the day and use it to draw attention to the group from the air. 
NUMBER 6: Pen Knife
Can cut open cacti for water and to cut rigging etc. 
NUMBER 7: Plastic Raincoat (Large Size)
If spread over a small hollow, water droplets form after the cold night, previous water for drinking!
NUMBER 8: .45 Calibre Pistol (loaded)
This can be used to draw attention to the group and scare off unwelcome animals!. 

NUMBER 9: 2 Pairs of Sunglasses per Person
Help protect survivors’ eyes from the intense sunlight. 
NUMBER 10: Bandage Kit with Gauze
Generally useful but no one was injured in the crash!
SCORING
3 points if exactly correct

2 points if one either side

1 point if two either side

0 points for all other places

