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The extended essay is an in-depth study of a focused topic chosen from the list of approved Diploma Programme subjects—normally one of the student’s six chosen subjects for the IB diploma. It is intended to promote high-level research and writing skills, intellectual discovery and creativity. It provides students with an opportunity to engage in personal research in a topic of their own choice, under the guidance of a supervisor (a teacher in the school). 
This leads to a major piece of formally presented, structured writing, in which ideas and findings are communicated in a reasoned and coherent manner, appropriate to the subject chosen. It is recommended that completion of the written essay is followed by a short, concluding interview, or viva voce, with the supervisor.

The extended essay is assessed against common criteria, interpreted in ways appropriate to each subject.

The extended essay is:

· compulsory for all Diploma Programme students

· externally assessed and, in combination with the grade for theory of knowledge, contributes up to three points to the total score for the IB diploma

· a piece of independent research/investigation on a topic chosen by the student in cooperation with a supervisor in the school
· chosen from the list of approved Diploma Programme subjects, published in the Vade Mecum

· presented as a formal piece of scholarship containing no more than 4,000 words
· the result of approximately 40 hours of work by the student

· concluded with a short interview, or viva voce, with the supervising teacher (recommended).

In the Diploma Programme, the extended essay is the prime example of a piece of work where the student has the opportunity to show knowledge, understanding and enthusiasm about a topic of his or her choice. In those countries where it is the norm for interviews to be required prior to acceptance for employment or for a place at university, the extended essay has often proved to be a valuable stimulus for discussion.
Aims

The aims of the extended essay are to provide students with the opportunity to:

· pursue independent research on a focused topic

· develop research and communication skills

· develop the skills of creative and critical thinking

· engage in a systematic process of research appropriate to the subject

· experience the excitement of intellectual discovery.

Assessment objectives

In working on the extended essay, students are expected to:

1. plan and pursue a research project with intellectual initiative and insight

2. formulate a precise research question

3. gather and interpret material from sources appropriate to the research question

4. structure a reasoned argument in response to the research question on the basis of the material gathered

5. present their extended essay in a format appropriate to the subject, acknowledging sources in one of the established academic ways

6. use the terminology and language appropriate to the subject with skill and understanding

7. apply analytical and evaluative skills appropriate to the subject, with an understanding of the implications and the context of their research.
Note: material has different meanings in different subjects. It may be data from experiments, information from interviews, or secondary sources from reading.
Responsibilities of the student
It is required that students:

· choose a topic that fits into one of the subjects on the approved extended essay list (in the Vade Mecum)
· observe the regulations relating to the extended essay

· meet deadlines

· acknowledge all sources of information and ideas in an approved academic manner.

It is strongly recommended that students:

· start work early

· think very carefully about the research question for their essay

· plan how, when and where they will find material for their essay

· plan a schedule for both researching and writing the essay, including extra time for delays and unforeseen problems

· record sources as their research progresses (rather than trying to reconstruct a list at the end)

· have a clear structure for the essay itself before beginning to write

· check and proofread the final version carefully

· make sure that all basic requirements are met (for example, all students should get full marks for the abstract).
[image: image4.png]


Recommended: things to do 
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Before starting work on the extended essay, students should:

· read the assessment criteria

· read previous essays to identify strengths and possible pitfalls

· spend time working out the research question (imagine the finished essay)

· work out a structure for the essay
During the research process, and while writing the essay, students should:

· start work early and stick to deadlines

· maintain a good working relationship with their supervisor

· construct an argument that relates to the research question

· use the library and consult librarians for advice

· record sources as they go along (rather than trying to reconstruct a list at the end)

· choose a new topic and a research question that can be answered if there is a problem with the original topic

· use the appropriate language for the subject

· let their interest and enthusiasm show.

After completing the essay, students should:

· write the abstract

· check and proofread the final version carefully.
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Recommended: things to avoid 
Examiners’ reports mention these things to be avoided at all costs.

Students should not work with a research question that is too broad or too vague, too narrow, too difficult or inappropriate. A good research question is one that asks something worth asking and that is answerable within 40 hours/4,000 words. It should be clear what would count as evidence in relation to the question, and it must be possible to acquire such evidence in the course of the investigation. If a student does not know what evidence is needed, or cannot collect such evidence, it will not be possible to answer the research question.

In addition, students should not:

· forget to analyse the research question

· ignore the assessment criteria

· collect material that is irrelevant to the research question

· use the Internet uncritically

· plagiarize

· merely describe or report (evidence must be used to support the argument)

· repeat the introduction in the conclusion

· cite sources that are not used.

The more background a student has in the subject, the better the chance he or she has of writing a good extended essay. Choosing to write the extended essay in a subject that is not being studied as part of the Diploma Programme often leads to lower marks.

 Writing and researching the extended essay

Writing the extended essay

The structure of the essay is very important. This is how students organize their argument, making best use of the evidence gathered. These are the required elements of the final work; more details about each are given in the next section. Please note that the order in which they are presented here is not necessarily the order in which they should be written. 
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Title page 
· Abstract

· Contents page

· Introduction

· Body (development/methods/results)

· Conclusion

· References & bibliography

· Appendices
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Students should use the chosen system of academic referencing as soon as they start writing (MLA is preferred). That way, they are less likely to forget to include a citation. It is also easier than trying to add references at a later stage. Most modern word processors are helpful with this. Some students draft the introduction first. If students do that, they must be prepared to revise it once the essay is complete.
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The main task is writing the body of the essay, which should be presented in the form of a reasoned argument. The form of this varies with the subject of the essay but (see subject section), as the argument develops, it should be clear to the reader what relevant evidence has been discovered, where/how it has been discovered and how it supports the argument. In most subjects, sub-headings within the main body of the essay will help the reader to understand the argument (and will also help the student to keep on track).

Once the main body of the essay is complete, it is possible to finalize the introduction (which tells the reader what to expect) and the conclusion (which says what has been achieved, including notes of any limitations and any questions that have not been resolved). Any information that is important to the argument should not be included in appendices or footnotes/endnotes. The examiner is not bound to read notes or appendices, so an essay that is not complete in itself will lose marks.

Students need to check that they have cited sources for all material that is not their own, and that the citations are complete and consistent with the chosen referencing system. The bibliography should list only the sources used in the essay. The whole essay needs to be proofread carefully (computer spelling and grammar checkers are useful but will not do everything). Pages must be numbered and the contents page must be completed.


The abstract is normally written last.

Formal Presentation of the extended essay

The extended essay should be written in a clear, correct and formal academic style, appropriate to the subject from which the topic is drawn.
The length of the extended essay

The upper limit is 4,000 words for all extended essays. This upper limit includes the introduction, the body, the conclusion and any quotations, but does not include:

· the abstract

· acknowledgments

· the contents page

· maps, charts, diagrams, annotated illustrations and tables

· equations, formulas and calculations

· citations/references (whether parenthetical or numbered)

· footnotes or endnotes

· the bibliography

· appendices.

Essays containing more than 4,000 words are subject to penalties and examiners are not required to read material in excess of the word limit.

Title

The title should provide a clear indication of the focus of the essay. It should be precise and not necessarily phrased in the form of a question.

Abstract

An abstract not exceeding 300 words must be included with the essay submitted. It does not serve as an introduction, but presents an overview of the extended essay, and should, therefore, be written last. The inclusion of an abstract is designed to allow readers to understand quickly the contents of the extended essay. The abstract should be typed or word processed on one side of a sheet of paper, and placed immediately after the title page.

The minimum requirements for the abstract are for it to state clearly:

· the research question being investigated

· the scope of the investigation

· the conclusion(s) of the extended essay.

Contents page

A contents page must be provided at the beginning of the extended essay and all pages should be numbered. An index is not required.

Illustrations

Presentation and overall neatness are important, and it is essential that illustrative material, if included, is well set out and used effectively. Graphs, diagrams, tables and maps are effective only if they are clearly labelled and can be interpreted with ease. All such material that is incorporated into the extended essay must be directly related to the text and acknowledged where appropriate. The use of photographs and other images is acceptable only if they are captioned and/or annotated and are used to illustrate a specific point made in the extended essay.

Appendices, footnotes and endnotes

Appendices, footnotes and endnotes are not an essential section of the extended essay and examiners are not required to read them, so care should be taken to include all information of direct relevance to the analysis and argument in the main body of the essay. An essay that attempts to evade the word limit by adding material in appendices risks losing marks under several criteria. Unless considered essential, complete lists of raw data should not be included in the extended essay. Students should not constantly refer to material presented in an appendix as this may disrupt the continuity of the essay.

The research process 

When researching the extended essay, students should do the following:


1. Choose a topic.

2. Formulate a well-focused research question.

3. Plan the investigation and writing process.

· Identify how and where they will gather material.

· Check the school’s deadlines for writing.

4. Plan a structure (outline with headings) for the essay. This may change as the investigation develops but it is useful to have a sense of direction.
5. Undertake some preparatory reading. 

· If students discover that it will not be possible to obtain the evidence needed in the time available, the research question should be changed. Students should go back to stage 1.
6.  Carry out the investigation.

· The material gathered should be used in the essay in a logical order to create a strong argument. Students should be prepared for things to go wrong. Sometimes they may discover something later in the investigation that undermines their earlier work. If that happens, the investigation plan needs to be revised with the supervisor.
Define you essay question first
Before you begin to search for information, collect notes, or start writing – first, you must accurately define your question. There are 2 important stages you must do, even before you turn on a computer: 1. Write your complete essay question. 2. Write a list of keywords for your essay.

Writing an essay question

The essay question states the main drive of your essay. You must have one before you start writing, but you may change it as your work develops. It must describe your topic and your point of view, usually in one sentence . It does not offer details. 
Keywords

Keywords are the expert vocabulary of your topic area. They improve your writing and make your internet searches faster. You should use them in your writing because they demonstrate that you understand the subject content. They will also be mentioned all over the best websites you will be searching for. Take 5 minutes to write a list of keywords before you start searching, it will save your hours in the long run because all your search results will be better quality.  If you want a good search, never use Google with less than 3 keywords.
If you can’t think of any keywords, start with your question:
e.g.

Does the addition of e-learning systems improve the performance of students in mathematics?

Then add any other words you think are important, e.g. online, digital, school, grades, maths.
Easy!
Choose the correct sources

Your essay must include a mixture of sources from: websites, books, journals, news items, primary sources, your own research. You will lose marks for over-using Wikipedia. You will lose marks if you only have internet sources. Also, you cannot trust everything on the internet, must learn what is useful and what is not. 
How to find your sources fast

First this means mastering Google. Do you know how to use advanced search techniques? The top websites on a Google search will usually be advertising, to stop this you must use advanced search techniques. This includes techniques such as: Boolean, Nesting, Truncation, & Phrase search. 
I can’t find it on Google, where do I look?
Did you know that 50% of the internet is invisible to Google & Yahoo!? So you will have to use more than one search engine. There are specialist search engines that are designed to find documents just for Sciences, or History, or Art. They will find better quality information and they can look in to the hidden corners of the internet.
All topics
Intute

http://www.intute.ac.uk/
Built by a consortium of seven universities in the UK.

Infomine

http://infomine.ucr.edu/
Built by a consortium of universities in the USA.
The Internet Public Library
http://www.ipl.org/
This list of good websites assembled by a group of American universities.

The WWW Virtual Library

http://vlib.org/
The VL is the oldest catalogue of the web. It was started by Tim Berners-Lee, who basically created the internet when he wrote HTML.
BUBL Link

http://bubl.ac.uk/link/
This directory uses the Dewey Decimal system to organise websites

ADT

http://adt.caul.edu.au/
The Australian Digital Thesis Program publishes university thesis online for free.

DOAJ
Database of Open Access Journals. A single search of 2500 free academic journals online.

Humanities & Literature
Bized reference page

http://www.bized.co.uk/reference/index.htm
Especially good for charts and diagrams of business concepts

Alcove 9
http://www.loc.gov/rr/main/alcove9/
This is a list of great pages assembled by the Library of Congress in America.
Eldis
http://www.eldis.org/
Development & Environment – news, dossiers on current issues, country profiles

Forced Migration Online

http://www.forcedmigration.org/
Refugees, health, education, human rights, etc - from Oxford University

Institute of historical research

http://www.history.ac.uk/projects/history-in-focus
Resources from their own history research, free online.

PsychWeb
http://www.psychwww.com/
A list of quality Psychology websites chosen by a professor in psychology.


VADS

http://www.vads.ac.uk/
A Visual arts & Design database. Contains pictures, weblinks and articles.
Sciences

Scirus

http://www.scirus.com/
Biggest science search on the internet. Searches journals & websites (websites are free).
arXiv.org
http://arxiv.org/
A Science & Maths database from Cornell University.

The national Digital Science Library

http://nsdl.org/search/
Aggregates documents from many other sources under one search engine

Loci
http://mathdl.maa.org/mathDL/23/
The Mathematical Association of America's online journal and collection of prize winning articles.

LOC Virtual Reference Shelf

http://www.loc.gov/rr/askalib/virtualref.html#science
A list of free web resources that have been checked by science experts.
AMSER

http://amser.org/index.php?P=Home
A repository of maths documents for sharing.

Encyclopedias
Also don’t forget that the best overviews on a subject are always found in encyclopaedias. 
Encyclopedias are the best place to start research, but the worst place to finish it.

Encyclopedia.com
Columbia Encyclopaedia, Oxford’s World Encyclopaedia, Encyclopedia of World Biography and Oxford Pocket Dictionary all in one place!

Magazines

Good quality news journals are a good source for your research, especially for current information & trends. We have several good magazines available in the library, they cover: science, economics, business, art, geography, history, and more. You can find them on display in the library, or even better you can go to their websites and Google search all their past issues for your topic. Go to this page for the addresses, passwords, etc: http://bislib.wikispaces.com/Online+subscriptions
eBooks

There’s a lot of free books available on the internet. The advantage of an eBook is that you can search all the text for your keywords, so it’s easy to find the sections you need.

Try these sites:

GoogleBooks

http://books.google.com/
Books available as full, preview, or no view. Select settings in the left column.

eScholarship Editions

http://publishing.cdlib.org/ucpressebooks/
Some pay per view, many free. Free books can be chosen as a browser setting when searching.

Bartleby.com

http://www.bartleby.com/
Searchable library of full-text classic reference works, verse, fiction, and non-fiction. 

Manybooks.net

http://manybooks.net/
This site offers free ebooks in many mobile formats. 

Project Gutenberg

http://www.gutenberg.org/wiki/Main_Page
 The first digital library of eBooks, offering more than 20,000 free public domain full-text works. 
Referencing, Bibliographies and Citations
An extended essay must reflect intellectual honesty in research practices and writing. Producing accurate citations and a bibliography is a skill that students should be seeking to perfect before entering university. Documenting research in this way is vital: it allows readers to evaluate the evidence for themselves and it shows the student has researched the topic well.
Failure to comply with this requirement will be viewed as plagiarism and will, therefore, be treated as a case of malpractice. This may result in a failing grade.
What is referencing?

Referencing is a way of indicating to the reader where information has been obtained, and provides all the information needed to find the source material. Usually the minimum necessary is: author, date, and publisher. References must be given whenever someone else’s work, idea, or words, are quoted or summarized. References can come from many different sources, including books, magazines, journals, newspapers, e-mails, Internet sites and interviews. Internet references should include the web site address, the date it was accessed. 

What is a bibliography?

A bibliography is an alphabetical list of every source used to research and write the essay. Sources that are not cited in the body of the essay should not be included in the bibliography. There are many different bibliography styles available, the only rule is that you must choose one and use it throughout your essay; never change citation style half way. The school supports any citation style but prefers MLA style.
What is a citation?

A citation is a short-hand method of making a reference in the body of an essay, which provides enough information to find the full reference in the bibliography. Usually this is author, date, and sometimes page number. The citation is short so as not to interfere with ease of reading.
You must ensure that all ideas and evidence submitted are appropriately referenced if they are not your own (i.e. come from researched sources). Every year students fail to obtain their diploma because they have not fully referenced their extended essay. It is vital that you do.

Examples of citation & bibliography
If your example is not here or you are unsure, go to the EasyBib website:

http://www.easybib.com/
Book by a single author

Citation:  (Castle, 2001)

Bibliography:  Castle, Gregory. Modernism and the Celtic Revival. New York: Cambridge UP, 2001. Print.

Note: when there is no author, substitute the title.
Book by two or more authors

Citation:  (Kelly and Brack, 1971)

Bibliography:  Kelley, Robert E., and O. M. Brack. Samuel Johnson's Early Biographers. Iowa City: University of Iowa Print, 1971. Print.

Note: Give the names in the same order as the title page, not necessarily in alphabetical order.   

Article in a journal or magazine

Citation:  (Vickeroy, 1996, 91-109)

Bibliography:  Vickeroy, Laurie. “The Politics of Abuse: The Traumatized Child in Toni Morrison and Marguerite Duras." Mosaic magazine 29.2 (1996): 91-109. Print.

Note: the article title is in speech marks, the magazine title is in italic.

Website

Citation:  (Encyclopedia Britannica, 2009)

Bibliography:  "Royal Shakespeare Company." Encyclopedia Britannica Online.  Encyclopedia Britannica, 2009.  Web. 21 July 2009. http://www.britannica.com/EBchecked/topic/511570/Royal-Shakespeare-Company-RSC

e-book

Citation:  (Nesbit, 1908)

Bibliography:  Nesbit, E. Ballads and Lyrics of Socialism, 1883-1908,. London: Fabian Society, 1908. Ebook. http://books.google.com/books?id=JjcWAAAAYAAJ&dq=Ballads+and+Lyrics+of+Socialism.&hl=en&ei=Om8tTYj4IMuHcaa6_LsI&sa=X&oi=book_result&ct=result&resnum=1&ved=0CCMQ6AEwAA

Image online
Citation:  (Harper, n.d.)

Bibliography:  Harper, Richard. 4th July 2010, NY, 34th & 12th. Digital image. Bkk Photography. n.d. Web. 12 Jan. 2011. <http://richbkk.com/slideshows/urban/4th_july/4thjuly.html>.
Note: n.d. means there was no date available

Interview

Citation:  (Interview with Mr Arch, 2010)

Bibliography:  "Interview with Mr Arch." Telephone interview by Alan Jacques. 12 Dec. 2010.
Generic Extended Essay Feedback Form

A: research question

	Descriptor
	Achievement level
	Comments

	The research question is not stated in the introduction or does not lend itself to a systematic investigation in an extended essay in the subject in which it is registered.


	0


	

	The research question is stated in the introduction but is not clearly expressed or is too broad in scope to be treated effectively within the word limit.


	1


	

	The research question is clearly stated in the introduction and sharply focused, making effective treatment possible within the word limit.
	2


	


B: introduction

	Descriptor
	Achievement Level
	Comments

	Little or no attempt is made to set the research question into context. There is little or no attempt to explain the significance of the topic.


	0
	

	Some attempt is made to set the research question into context. There is some attempt to explain the significance of the topic and why it is worthy of investigation.


	1
	

	The context of the research question is clearly demonstrated. The introduction clearly explains the significance of the topic and why it is worthy of investigation.
	2
	


C: investigation

	Descriptor
	Achievement Level
	Comments

	There is little or no evidence that sources have been consulted or data gathered, and little or no evidence of planning in the investigation.


	0
	

	A range of inappropriate sources has been consulted, or inappropriate data has been gathered, and there is little evidence that the investigation has been planned.


	1
	

	A limited range of appropriate sources has been consulted, or data has been gathered, and some relevant material has been selected. There is evidence of some planning in the investigation.


	2
	

	A sufficient range of appropriate sources has been consulted, or data has been gathered, and relevant material has been selected. The investigation has been satisfactorily planned.


	3
	

	An imaginative range of appropriate sources has been consulted, or data has been gathered, and relevant material has been carefully selected. The investigation has been well planned.
	4
	


D: knowledge and understanding of the topic studied

	Descriptor
	Achievement Level
	Comments

	The essay demonstrates no real knowledge or understanding of the topic studied. 


	0
	

	The essay demonstrates some knowledge but little understanding of the topic studied. The essay shows little awareness of an academic context for the investigation.
	1
	

	The essay demonstrates an adequate knowledge and some understanding of the topic studied. The essay shows some awareness of an academic context for the investigation.


	2
	

	The essay demonstrates a good knowledge and understanding of the topic studied. Where appropriate, the essay successfully outlines an academic context for the investigation.


	3
	

	The essay demonstrates a very good knowledge and understanding of the topic studied. Where appropriate, the essay clearly and precisely locates the investigation in an academic context.
	4
	


E: reasoned argument

	Descriptor
	Achievement Level
	Comments

	There is no attempt to develop a reasoned argument in relation to the research question.


	0
	

	There is a limited or superficial attempt to present ideas in a logical and coherent manner, and to develop a reasoned argument in relation to the research question.


	1
	

	There is some attempt to present ideas in a logical and coherent manner, and to develop a reasoned argument in relation to the research question, but this is only partially successful.


	2
	

	Ideas are presented in a logical and coherent manner, and a reasoned argument is developed in relation to the research question, but with some weaknesses.


	3
	

	Ideas are presented clearly and in a logical and coherent manner. The essay succeeds in developing a reasoned and convincing argument in relation to the research question.
	4
	


F: application of analytical and evaluative skills appropriate to the subject

	Descriptor
	Achievement Level
	Comments

	The essay shows no application of appropriate analytical and evaluative skills.


	0
	

	The essay shows little application of appropriate analytical and evaluative skills.


	1
	

	The essay shows some application of appropriate analytical and evaluative skills, which may be only partially effective.


	2
	

	The essay shows sound application of appropriate analytical and evaluative skills.


	3
	

	The essay shows effective and sophisticated application of appropriate analytical and evaluative skills.
	4
	


G: use of language appropriate to the subject

	Descriptor
	Achievement Level
	Comments

	The language used is inaccurate and unclear. There is no effective use of terminology appropriate to the subject.


	0
	

	The language used sometimes communicates clearly but does not do so consistently. The use of terminology appropriate to the subject is only partly accurate.


	1
	

	The language used for the most part communicates clearly. The use of terminology appropriate to the subject is usually accurate.


	2
	

	The language used communicates clearly. The use of terminology appropriate to the subject is accurate, although there may be occasional lapses.


	3
	

	The language used communicates clearly and precisely. Terminology appropriate to the subject is used accurately, with skill and understanding.
	4
	


H: conclusion

	Descriptor
	Achievement Level
	Comments

	Little or no attempt is made to provide a conclusion that is relevant to the research question.


	0
	

	A conclusion is attempted that is relevant to the research question but may not be entirely consistent with the evidence presented in the essay.


	1
	

	An effective conclusion is clearly stated; it is relevant to the research question and consistent with the evidence presented in the essay. It should include unresolved questions where appropriate to the subject concerned.
	2
	


I: formal presentation

	Descriptor
	Achievement Level
	Comments

	The formal presentation is unacceptable, or the essay exceeds 4,000 words. 
	0
	

	The formal presentation is poor.
	1
	

	The formal presentation is satisfactory.
	2
	

	The formal presentation is good.
	3
	

	The formal presentation is excellent.
	4
	


J: abstract

The requirements for the abstract are for it to state clearly the research question that was investigated, how the investigation was undertaken and the conclusion(s) of the essay.

	Descriptor
	Achievement Level
	Comments

	The abstract exceeds 300 words or one or more of the required elements of an abstract (listed above) is missing.


	0
	

	The abstract contains the elements listed above but they are not all clearly stated.


	1


	

	The abstract clearly states all the elements listed above.


	2
	


K: holistic judgment

(Objective 1)

The purpose of this criterion is to assess the qualities that distinguish an essay from the average, such as intellectual initiative, depth of understanding and insight. While these qualities will be clearly present in the best work, less successful essays may also show some evidence of them and should be rewarded under this criterion.

	Descriptor
	Achievement Level
	Comments

	The essay shows no evidence of such qualities.
	0
	

	The essay shows little evidence of such qualities.
	1
	

	The essay shows some evidence of such qualities.
	2
	

	The essay shows clear evidence of such qualities.
	3
	

	The essay shows considerable evidence of such qualities.
	4
	


Extended Essay Study Plan

	Student:                                                                    Subject:




	Title / Question:




	Relevant syllabus theories 




	Methodology – include details of sources you intend to use. 

	Primary research plan (what data do you want to collect/ how will you go about collecting it?/ sample characteristics, how will your questions help you answer your EE title question?) 

N/A if not applicable



	Secondary research (What secondary sources have you identified? How do they help you answer your research question?) 




	Supervisor signature:                                           Date:




Requirements for a geography extended essay

Overview

An extended essay in geography provides students with an opportunity to apply a range of skills to produce an independent and in-depth geographical study. The nature of an extended essay in geography is characterized by a spatial emphasis and the application of geographical theory and methodology.

The Geography guide (published 2009) states on page 14 that “almost all areas of the syllabus lend themselves to deeper analysis and investigation in an extended essay”.

A geography extended essay requires:

• a research question that is not too broad to be satisfactorily answered within the word limit

• a narrow area of research in depth

• a spatial component*

• a local scale

• data collected in the field is not required for extended essays, the research questions can be more broadly based than those used for fieldwork and can rely on information derived from sources other than direct fieldwork.

Secondary data

An extended essay that relies on secondary (published) data only is acceptable, but there must be a degree of originality in how the data is analysed that must go beyond simply referring to or describing the secondary data and should include the candidate’s own ideas and show initiative.

Fieldwork

An essay that analyses secondary material in an innovative way is equally valid to one based on fieldwork and is often better. If students base their extended essay on fieldwork they run the risk of producing long fieldwork reports as opposed to discursive essays which become self penalizing and as a result may not achieve high marks.

*Note: a temporal element is acceptable where, for example, the topic involves changes in climate over a stated period.

Approaching the essay in relation to the criteria

The Extended Essay guide (2007) is essential reading.

All subjects are assessed using the same criteria but they are applied specifically to geography as follows.

Criterion A – research question

Make sure the research question is geographical and allows for an investigative approach. Make sure the research question is clearly stated (bold type), preferably at the start of the introduction and is not over-complex. Make sure the research question can be answered with currently available data/information and does not focus entirely on speculation about what might happen in the future. Keep the area of study small and the topic tightly focused.

Criterion B – introduction

In geography essays the introduction should place the research question clearly in its academic and locational context. Maps are therefore essential at this point. The introduction is a good place to outline the aims of the study and to introduce hypotheses if relevant. State clearly why the topic is of geographical significance and include only relevant geographical theory. Do not answer the research question in the introduction.

Criterion C – investigation

Plan the investigation carefully. Make sure that there is enough information/data, especially with regard to the number of respondents in a questionnaire. Show evidence of raw data collection where relevant. Select only relevant information. Make sure the essay is not based on only one secondary source such as a published report or a text. Make sure the data allows for depth of analysis. Appropriate data may be quantitative or qualitative.

Criterion D – knowledge and understanding of the topic studied

Testing geographical theories in the real world forms the basis of a good geography essay, demonstrates a good understanding of the topic and provides an excellent academic context for the investigation. Outline relevant theory or theories clearly and succinctly making sure that theoretical explanations are not over long.

Criterion E –- reasoned argument

The data should be used to present evidence that answers the research question and/or helps to support or reject hypotheses. A descriptive/narrative approach must therefore be avoided. In the instance of an issue or problem approach, the argument should be balanced and avoid bias. It is important that statements are backed up with evidence and are not just opinion. The reader must be convinced of the validity of the findings.

Criterion F – analytical and evaluative skills appropriate to the subject

Analytical skills might include the use of maps, diagrams, photographs, charts, tables, and statistical methods. Place these at appropriate points in the text and not at the end of the essay. Make sure all such material is referred to/explained in the text. Avoid the sole use of overly simple analytical methods, such as % pie charts. These alone show lack of depth of analysis. Wherever statistical methods are used, check the significance of the results. Show awareness of the value and validity of the information and the limitations of the methods used to analyse it.

Criterion G –use of language appropriate to the subject

The geographical terminology should be used accurately throughout the essay and remain appropriate to the topic so that ideas can be communicated clearly and with precision.

Criterion H – conclusion

The concluding statements should be consistent with the evidence presented in the essay. Where relevant hypotheses should be accepted or rejected with reasons given. Hypotheses may be modified and new avenues of investigation suggested. Unresolved questions that have come to light should be stated. This is an appropriate place to evaluate the information and the methodology. Emotive statements should be avoided. No new information should be introduced.

Criterion I – formal presentation

Make sure the essay has a title page, a contents page, a bibliography that is consistently laid out and numbered pages. All sources must be referenced including downloaded graphics from the Internet and published data. Make sure graphical material appears at relevant points in the essay and not in the appendices. Large tables should be placed in an appendix and referred to in the text. The essay should avoid adopting the format of a fieldwork report, with more emphasis on developing an argument appropriate to the research question.

Criterion J – abstract

The abstract should not be an introduction to the topic but a brief summary of the essay. The research question must be stated. The scope should include the types of data collected and the methods used to analyze it. The findings should be summarized to reflect the conclusion of the essay.

Criterion K – holistic judgement

Intellectual initiative is judged on the candidate’s ability to formulate a challenging research question and to use inventive analytical methods to produce an essay that shows originality. Depth of understanding and insight are shown by the ability to reflect, overcome problems and modify ideas. The supervisor’s comment is an important element in assessing these qualities and should never be omitted.

Selecting topics and titles

Almost all areas of the syllabus lend themselves to deeper analysis and investigation in an extended essay. Many topics offer a wide range of opportunities for extended essays, although care may be needed to ensure that the research question is not too broad to be satisfactorily answered within the word limit. Also, it is important to note that there is a requirement to focus on a narrow area of research in depth, and that an extended essay must have a spatial component. The global nature of the topics in the core theme means that they are not always suitable for extended essays. However, it should be possible to investigate the underlying concepts in extended essays, provided the area of research is at a local scale. As data collection in the field is not required for extended essays, the research questions can be more broadly based than those used for fieldwork and can rely on information derived from sources other than direct fieldwork.

Suggestions of good titles

· A study of vandalism and distance decay: to what extent can graffiti and vandalism be correlated to crime rates with distance from a CBD?

· To what extent do selected eco‐lodges in Ethiopia fulfill Martha Honey’s criteria for eco‐tourism?

· What effect has Globalization had on music genres in selected areas of an MEDC and LEDC?

· The relationship between literacy/income and child labour in India. Do patterns of literacy relate to levels of absolute poverty in selected Indian states/regions?

· Does air quality, along a 10 km transect from one of London’s busiest roundabouts, improve with distance?

· What effects have congestion charges levied on traffic entering central London had on traffic levels?

· To what extent does the level of arsenic poisoning decrease with distance from selected river channels and irrigated areas in Bangladesh?

· Does female reproductive health decline between Addis Ababa (urban) and Harar (rural), in Ethiopia?

· Do selected rural villages in Kenya exhibit land use (farming) patterns which reflect Von Thunen’s model of land use?

· How does Lake Vatten influence the local temperature (micro‐climate) during the autumn?

· What is the ecological value of Menagesha state forest and to what extent is it managed sustainably?

· Does the juxtaposition of low and high class socio‐economic areas change with altitude and distance from the

· CBD in an LEDC?

· Does the quality of the entertainment industry (bar and club culture) change in response to the urban social area in Addis Ababa?

· To what extent does the incidence of female infanticide increase with distance from major urban areas?

Examples of poor or inappropriate titles, with a brief explanation

· What are the social and economic implications of NAFTA on the US, Canada and Mexico? Too broad – socioeconomic emphasis

· What are the causes and consequences of ENSO? Too broad ‐ descriptive

· To what extent does Global warming affect the Earth? Too broad – very difficult to answer

· The impact of Globalization on the retailing of honey. Hypothesis ‐ “The clearness and cost of honey will not affect the price.” Non‐geographical hypothesis

· Does the warm current passing along the coast of Virginia and the Netherlands affect the climate of these two areas in a similar fashion? Inaccurate

· What are the perceived threats and potential consequences of a Mega‐Tsunami? Hypothetical

· A study of cardiovascular disease. No spatial element

· What was the influence of the Pacific Ocean on the Second World War? Non‐geographical

· To what extent was the Nile more important several thousand years ago? Impossible to assess accurately – historical emphasis

· Do we still live in a patriarchal society? Anthropology

· How does the American way of life affect teenagers in Munich? Sociology

· What evidence is there to support the existence of Pangaea and the possibility of its reformation in years to come as “Pangaea Ultima” and what effect will this gradual movement of the plates have on the inhabitants of the Earth? What is in store for our planet in the future? To many questions ‐ hypothetical.
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